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today? Later, when my uncle proposed to give me to you in mar-
riage, you steadfastly refused. Did you do so because the prospect
was really repulsive to you or was it because of your anger at the
way he broached the subject? Please tell me."
"It seems to be fate/' Yi answered. "When I first saw you on
the bank of the Ching, I was indignant at the treatment that you
were receiving, but aside from a desire to be of assistance to you
in your distress I had no other thought. When I said that I hoped
that you would not avoid me when we met later, it was only a
chance remark. When Ch'ien Tang sought to coerce me, I ex-
perienced nothing but anger and indignation. For how could I
think of such a thing as to take some one else's wife after causing,
though indirectly, the death of her husband? That would cast
doubt on the unselfishness of my motive when I offered my as-
sistance. This was the first reason for my refusal. Then I have
always prided myself for holding steadfast to truth and justice; I
could not bow myself before force and do things against my heart.
This was the second reason. It was because of these reasons that
I was so outspoken at the farewell feast and paid so little heed
to the possible consequences.
"However, I was not without regrets when I saw, at our leave
taking, that you were yourself distressed because I was going
away. I could not help then wishing that things were otherwise.
Now in marrying you as a daughter of the Lu family ft I am re-
lieved of my scruples. From now on let us live in happiness always
and entertain no fear and suspicion."
Yi's speech touched his wife deeply, and for a long time she
wept. Then she said, "Do not think that, because I am of a dif-
ferent race, I am without the sense of gratitude, for it is my desire
to repay your kindness in some way. Now the dragon's life is ten
thousand years; I shall share it with you. I shall also endow you
with the power to be at home in water as well as on land. I can
make all these things possible for you; do not think I am in-
dulging in mere talk."
9 It is not explained by what stratagem or magic the Dragon King accomplished
this ruse.